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The purpose of this memorandum is to keep you informed of our efforts here in the California 
Office of HIPAA Implementation (COHI) to identify and analyze all State health information 
privacy laws that State departments (which have been identified as either covered or 
impacted by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA)) are 
subject to and/or are charged with enforcing. 
 
As you know, State entities which are covered and/or impacted by HIPAA must be in 
compliance with the privacy regulations by April 14, 2003.  As you may also know, the HIPAA 
privacy rules will, with some limited exceptions, preempt only less stringent State privacy 
rules with the result being that the privacy laws State entities will need to comply with will in 
fact be some combination of State and HIPAA privacy laws.  This will require not only an 
inventory of State laws, but also an analysis of their relative stringency with respect to HIPAA.  
To assist COHI in this HIPAA preemption project, COHI has made a request to all covered 
and impacted State departments to identify and analyze for HIPAA preemption all State laws 



which relate to the confidentiality and/or privacy of individually identifiable health information.  
Enclosed please find copies of the two communications we have sent to the 
covered/impacted State departments as part of this effort. 
 
We will endeavor to keep you informed of this important preemption analysis project as it 
goes forward.  Please let us know if you have any questions or comments about the project. 
 
 
BURT COHEN 
Director 
California Office of HIPAA Implementation 
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